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regard with amused contempt the product of the agricultural
college; the old-fashioned doctor may sniff at some of the new-
fangled practices of modern surgery; and the old-fashioned
manufacturer may decline to scrap his obsolete plant on the
recommendation of the up-to-date engineer. In part these
differences may be explained as an aspect of the eternal conflict
between the progressiveness of youth and the conservatism of
age. But this explanation can only be partial, because the pro-
gressives are not always young and the conservatives are not
always old. It is more a question of temperament than of time
of life.
Distrust of In any case, there is no department of activity in
theory in which the theoretical, or scientific, or reflective
the field of point of view is more distrusted than in education.
education It is hardly too much to say that there is still an
almost complete lack of understanding between
the educational philosopher (and still more perhaps the educa-
tional psychologist) and the average person engaged in the
actual practice of education, whether as teacher or as adminis-
trator. Why is this so? Partly no doubt because theory always
has to wait upon practice. It is for the practical man to put
the questions to which the man of reflection has to try to find
the answers. Unfortunately, however, the latter has too often
attempted to discharge both functions. The arm-chair theorist
has too often chosen his own lines of inquiry, and in so doing
has become, from the practical man's point of view, lost in a
, quagmire of more or less irrelevant speculation. Educational
theory is at its best when it is regarded as a consistent attempt
to answer questions raised in actual practice. It is at its worst,
in the sense that it is least profitable, when, for example, it drags
in the latest new thing from some kindred sphere of thought,
regardless of its real relevance to the teacher's hourly problems.
This statement can hardly be gainsaid by anyone who has, for
instance, taken the trouble to read the writings of Freud and